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WATERLOO — Sitting next to his young
son’s hospital bed, despair gripped Jona-
than Baltrusaitis. 

“He’s just turned two and he might die,”
the Waterloo father remembers thinking.
“I felt really helpless.”

Doctors weren’t sure exactly what
caused his youngest son’s high fever. But
the effect of that dark night on Baltrusai-
tis’ life was certain — giving him a purpose
and a cause when he found out about the
rare disease his son Will narrowly sur-
vived.

“We’re so fortunate to have the best
outcome,” he said. 

“But nevertheless, our lives are irrepa-
rably changed because we feel a duty to
this.” 

A heart test showed Will had Kawasaki
disease, a rare illness that leads to inflam-
mation or swelling of the blood vessels.
The cause is unknown.

Untreated, about one out of every five
children will have some damage to the
arteries that supply blood and oxygen to
the heart muscle, according to the Hospi-
tal for Sick Children. For most children the
damage is minor and does not last long,
but in some cases it stays into adulthood
and the weakened artery walls put them at
risk of dangerous aneurysms. 

“Atypical cases like my son’s, they fre-

quently get missed,” Baltrusaitis said.
Common symptoms include lengthy

fever, rash, red eyes, “strawberry” tongue,
and swollen or red hands and feet.

Baltrusaitis’ son had a high fever for a
few days and a recurring rash and poor
appetite, but otherwise he didn’t seem all
that unwell and his doctor thought an ear
infection was likely. 

But his father and mother Julie Wright
couldn’t get the fever under control and on
the second visit to their doctor’s office,
they were sent to Grand River Hospital,
where a pediatrician admitted him for a
battery of tests. 

A father’s calling to help others 

MARTA IWANEK, RECORD STAFF

Julie Wright, from left, Luke Baltrusaitis, 5, Jonathan Baltrusaitis and Will Baltrusaitis, 2, play doctor in their Waterloo home. Will was
diagnosed with Kawasaki disease earlier this year. His parents want to raise awareness about the rare illness.

Family’s life ‘irreparably changed’ after son’s diagnosis of rare illness

Johanna Weidner, Record staff 

‰ Kawasaki disease continued on page A2

KITCHENER — Kitchener council
ignored its own rules on naming city
facilities when it voted to honour out-
going mayor Carl Zehr by renaming
Civic Square after him.

On Nov. 5, the city held a farewell
tribute to Zehr, the city’s longest-serving
mayor, who will be leaving office Dec. 1
after 17 years as mayor and another nine
as a city councillor. At the tribute, city
officials announced that the Civic
Square in front of city hall would be
renamed to honour his long years of
service. 

The city’s policy on naming city facil-
ities such as buildings, parks, meeting
rooms or public spaces was passed in
2005. It spells out a procedure that re-
quires the city to “consult with external
stakeholders in the community and
identify possible objections and/or posi-
tive responses and determine the level of
support for the requested naming or
renaming.”

Council met in camera in September
to approve the name change, said Jeff
Willmer, the city’s chief administrative
officer. “Carl was not present,” Willmer
said. “He was aware that there was an
item on the agenda that was a personal
matter about him, so he was politely
asked to leave, and council dealt with it
without him present.”

There was no consultation in the
community, Willmer said, to ensure that
the renaming would be a surprise for
Zehr at the Nov. 5 tribute, Willmer said.

Department heads within city hall,
including fire, legal services and facil-
ities management, were consulted, he
said, as required by the naming policy.
As well, the organizing committee for
the tribute was made up of people from
within city hall and from the broader
community, Willmer said.

“That was deemed to be satisfactory,”
Willmer said, though he conceded any-
one volunteering to organize a party for
Zehr was unlikely to object to the idea.

Keeping
Zehr
Square 
a secret
broke
city rules
Catherine Thompson, Record staff 

‰ Zehr continued on page A2
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BERLIN — A shadow is cast —
quite literally — across Europe’s
historic mission to land on and
explore a comet. Scientists say the
landing craft not only bounced
twice, it also came to rest next to a
cliff that’s blocking sunlight from
its solar panels.

The good news is that the land-
er Philae is stable and in good
health: Its scientific instruments
have already begun gathering
reams of data to send back to
Earth, including the first pictures

taken from the surface of a comet.
The bad news is that its useful

lifetime may now be much short-
er. 

With just a day or two left be-
fore the lander’s primary battery
is exhausted, scientists are con-
sidering what acrobatic manoeu-
vres to risk in order to get the
solar panels out of the shadows so
they can keep Philae going for a
few more months.

The first photos reveal the
comet’s rocky terrain.

EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY, GETTY IMAGES

The surface of the 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko comet is seen from
the Philae lander, which landed on the comet’s surface Wednesday.

Comet lander’s position 
a problem for solar panels
Frank Jordans

‰ Comet continued on page A2

TORONTO — Ontario consumers could see major
changes to the way beer, wine and spirits are sold if
the Liberal government adopts the recommendations
of an advisory panel it set up to find ways of squeez-
ing more value out of Crown assets.

The panel, chaired by Ed Clark of TD Bank Group,
examined the possible unloading of Ontario Power
Generation, Hydro One and the Liquor Control
Board. 

But in its interim report released Thursday, it 
concluded all three corporations should remain in
public hands.

“Ontario can retain all three core companies and
significantly improve their performance,” Clark said
in the forward to the report.

Panel calls for
changes to LCBO
and Beer Store
Keith Leslie

‰ Panel continued on page A5
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“We didn’t want to risk going too public
with it.”

Kitchener resident Brian Dietrich said
he was offended that the city broke its own
rules. “It goes against my sense of democra-
cy … There are policies and procedures, and
you should follow them, not break the rules.
It was a surprise for Mayor Zehr, but it was
also a surprise for everybody else.”

By contrast, when the city looked at
renaming the Civic Centre Park near Cen-
tre in the Square in 2012, it circulated the

proposal to residents in the adjacent neigh-
bourhood before approving the change.

Naming anything after a politician is
unlikely to get unanimous approval from
the broader public, Willmer said. “Elected
officials are not universally held in high
regard.”

But council is elected to make choices
that can be controversial, or at least don’t
meet with wholehearted approval, he said.
“They are the elected representatives and
they are empowered to make decisions on
behalf of their constituents.”

The naming policy says a facility can be

named to recognize “an individual’s out-
standing accomplishments, involvement or
work in the local community” and says
names can’t be too similar to existing place-
names or be discriminatory or derogatory. 

The organizing committee was inspired
to name the square after Zehr, given his long
commitment to downtown renewal, and the
fact that the square didn’t really have a
memorable name. “It has never really had a
strong identity,” Willmer said. “Civic
Square isn’t really a name that resonates
with people.”

Zehr had asked that he not receive any

gifts for his farewell, instead suggesting
that anyone who wanted could make a dona-
tion to establish a “tech bar” at Kitchener
Public Library. So far $1,625 has been raised
toward a goal of $5,000.

The name change becomes official once
the new city council is sworn in on the eve-
ning of Dec. 1, since the naming policy also
stipulates that a civil servant or elected
official must be retired before a city facility
can be named for them. 

Naming gives square ‘strong identity’ 
‰ Zehr continued from A1

cthompson@therecord.com, Twitter:
@ThompsonRecord

After a few days, his fever was down and Will was
sent home. Doctors were dubious Kawasaki disease
was the cause. 

“We came home and Will really bounced back,”
Baltrusaitis said. His son was eating well again,
playing with his older brother Luke, 5, and talking
about his birthday cake. 

They were playing together in the living room
when the pediatrician called to say all the blood work
was negative. But treatment for Kawasaki disease
was urged just in case because the risk was too high
if they couldn’t find the cause of the fever and the
window for successful treatment is narrow. 

Baltrusaitis is thankful they went ahead with the
six-hour intravenous treatment of a blood product
intended to reduce inflammation, even though his
son seemed fine. 

Will then was transferred to a Hamilton hospital,
where he spent his second birthday waiting for an
echocardiogram to check on his heart. 

“I thought we were through the worst of things,”
Baltrusaitis said. But that was the life-changing
night at his son’s bedside, watching Will suffer
through a high fever again. 

“I just started thinking about how many parents
go through this,” Baltrusaitis said. “Sitting there
that night, I thought I’ve got to do more to help par-
ents and children.”

But that had to wait until his son was well. 
Finally some relief came a couple days later when

Will got an echocardiogram. The pediatric cardiolo-
gist confirmed the Kawasaki disease diagnosis and
said that Will was responding well to treatment. 

A daily dose of Aspirin and followup echocar-
diograms continued until they got the good news in
June. “She said Will’s 100 per cent healthy. His heart
is fully recovered,” Baltrusaitis said. 

Yet he can’t help but think about all the children
who aren’t as lucky, who suffer lasting heart damage. 

That thought is pushing his new-found passion
for helping others. He became involved with Kawasa-
ki Disease Canada, started by a local woman after
losing her six-year-old son to the illness.

As a film and television professional, he’s trying
to develop documentary about Kawasaki disease to
educate more parents and doctors about the illness
to ensure children are diagnosed early.

And he recently joined the Kitchener-Conestoga
Rotary Club. When he started helping the service
club with their annual dream home lottery (tickets
are on sale until Nov. 23), he was thrilled to hear who
this year’s fundraiser benefitted — Grand River and
St. Mary’s General hospitals. 

He felt life had come full circle. 
“As far as I was concerned, Grand River Hospital

saved my son’s life.” 

Son is now ‘100 
per cent healthy’
‰ Kawasaki disease continued from A1

jweidner@therecord.com, Twitter: @WeidnerRecord

Fundraiser and foundation
The Kitchener-Conestoga Rotary Club holds a dream
home lottery every year to support local charities. This
year’s recipients are Grand River and St. Mary’s General
hospitals. Tickets are on sale until midnight Nov. 23. Find
out more at kcrotaryevents.ca/dream-home.
The Kawasaki Disease Canada was started by a
Waterloo woman after the death of her son to the illness.
Find out more at www.kdcanada.ca.

There’s one that shows one of the
lander’s three feet in the corner of the
frame. They indicate that Philae’s
instruments are working properly, said
Jean-Pierre Bibring, the lander’s lead
scientist at the European Space Agency.

Before deciding whether to try to
adjust the lander, scientists will spend
the next day or two collecting as much
data as possible while its primary bat-
tery still has energy. 

The lander’s solar panels were de-
signed to provide an extra hour of bat-
tery life each day after that, but this
may not be possible now.

“We see that we get less solar power
than we planned for,” said Koen Geurts
of the lander team.

“This, of course, has an impact on
our ... capabilities to conduct science
for an extended period of time,” he said.
“Unfortunately this is not a situation
that we were hoping for.”

The lander scored a historic first
Wednesday, touching down on comet
67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko after a
decade-long, 6.4 billion-kilometre jour-
ney through space aboard its mother
ship, Rosetta. 

The comet is streaking through
space at 66,000 km/h some 500 million
kilometres from Earth.

The landing was beset by a series of
problems that began when thrusters
meant to push Philae onto the comet
failed. 

Then two harpoons, which should
have anchored the lander to the sur-
face, weren’t deployed.

This caused the lander to bounce off
the comet and drift through the void for
two hours before touching down again.
After a second smaller bounce, scien-
tists believe it came to rest in a shallow
crater on the comet’s four kilometre-
wide body, or nucleus.

“We are just in the shadow of a cliff,”
Bibring said, adding that photos in-
dicate the cliff could be just a few me-
tres away. 

“We are in a shadow permanently,
and that is part of the problem.”

Bibring and his colleagues stressed
that the data they’ll be able to collect
with the primary batteries alone will

have made the landing worthwhile.
“A lot of science is getting covered

now,” he said, noting that soon scien-
tists will get their hands on a tomog-
raphy of the comet and data showing
whether the matter it is made of is
magnetized.

But because the lander is just rest-
ing on the comet with nothing but low
gravity holding it down, Philae will
have to hold off on one of the most im-
portant experiments — drilling into
the comet to extract some of the materi-
al buried beneath the surface.

Scientists want to analyze this mate-
rial because it has remained almost
unchanged for 4.5 billion years, making
it something of a cosmic time capsule.

“Drilling without being anchored
and without knowing how you are on
the surface is dangerous. We might just
tip over the lander,” said Stephan Ula-
mec, head of operations for Philae.
Gravity on the comet is 1/100,000th that
of Earth, meaning the washing ma-
chine-sized lander weighs just one
gram there.

Ground controllers will likely wait
until the first big batch of data has been

collected before attempting to adjust
the lander so that its solar panels can
catch the sun and charge its batteries.

Communication with the lander is
slow, with signals taking more than 28
minutes to travel between Earth and
the Rosetta orbiter flying above the
comet.

Even if Philae uses up all its energy,
it will remain on the comet in a mode of
hibernation for the coming months.
The comet is on a 6 ½-year elliptical
orbit around the sun, and at the mo-
ment it is getting closer. So, in theory
Philae could wake up again if the comet
passes the sun in such a way that the
solar panels catch more light, Ulamec
said.

Meanwhile, the Rosetta orbiter will
also utilize its 11instruments on board
to analyze the comet over the coming
months.

Scientists hope the $1.6 billion pro-
ject will help them better understand
comets and other celestial objects, as
well as possibly answer questions
about the origins of life on Earth.

Lander bounced across comet surface

EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

This image shows the surface of comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko, which is
covered with dust and debris.

‰ Comet continued from A1
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